
Case Study:
Private Cable Networks (1)

The private cable network has been exposed  and placed in a 
situation where the cables have no protection from the elements 
with the possibility of a cable strike or interference from unknown 
persons.  It is worthwhile highlighting that not all underground 
cables belong to SP Energy Networks.  

There can be many private underground network cables for example; 
floodlights for recreational pursuits- street lighting- private lighting 
systems – airports – industrial units – factories – seaports – ministry 
of defence properties – customers installing cables for garages –
garden huts etc.  Obtaining SP Energy Networks cable records and 
determining the undertaker– owner responsible for the electrical 
network at the planning stage of any project is crucial to avoiding 
cable strikes and injuries to operatives.  Cable record enquiries are to 
be directed to ScottishPower Data Management section.

The above image shows where  a private cable network has been 
exposed.
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Cas Study: 
Private Cable Networks (2)

The private cable is crossing the site underground for 
several hundred metres. Obtaining SP Energy Networks 
cable records and determining the undertaker – owner 
responsible for the electrical network at the planning 
stage of any project is crucial to avoiding cable strikes 
and injuries to operatives. Cable record enquiries are to 
be directed to ScottishPower Data Management section.

The above images highlight a situation where a temporary 
private cable has been installed at an industrial estate which 
is in the process of being demolished
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Case Study:
Private Cable Networks (3)

At this location there are many cables, however not all underground 
cables are the property of SP Energy Networks.  There can be many 
private underground network cables for example; floodlights for 
recreational pursuits- street lighting- private lighting systems – airports 
– industrial units – factories – seaports – ministry of defence properties 
– customers installing cables for garages – garden huts etc.  Obtaining 
SP Energy Networks cable records and determining the undertaker–
owner responsible for the electrical network at the planning stage of 
any project is crucial to avoiding cable strikes and injuries to operatives.  
Cable record enquiries are to be directed to ScottishPower Data 
Management section.

The above image highlights a typical excavation with a selection 
of electrical cables.
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