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6.34 Appendix I: List of bodies, groups and 

organisations who were consulted by the 

transmission owner 
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6.35 Appendix J: Project FAQs 
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6.36 Appendix K: Summary of the 2021 Project and 

stakeholder feedback 

In 2021, SP Energy Networks consulted on its preferred route option for a new 400-kilovolt 

(kV) overhead line (OHL) between Bonnybridge Substation, west of Falkirk and an existing 

275kV overhead line (known as the “XX route”), north of Glenmavis. Further information on 

the 2021 Project is available in SP Energy Networks’ Denny to Wishaw Network Upgrade 

Bonnybridge to Glenmavis 400 kV Overhead Line: Routeing & Consultation Document (May 

2021), which can be accessed here: 

Denny_to_Wishaw_Network_Upgrade_Routeing_and_Consultation.pdf. 

The table below provides a summary of key issues raised in relation to the 2021 preferred 

route option, and where appropriate how they have been addressed in the identification of 

the modified preferred route option: 

Issues raised Summary of consultee feedback 

Slamannan 

Plateau 

Special 

Protection 

Area (SPA) and 

Site of 

Special 

Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) 

A number of respondents raised the Slamannan Plateau SPA and SSSI 

highlighting the susceptibility of the SPA’s qualifying species, taiga bean 

geese, to collisions with OHLs. The 2021 preferred route option was 

developed to avoid the designated site and was routed to the west of it. This 

was informed by bird surveys as well as available records, which indicated use 

of the site and surrounds by taiga geese was predominantly to the east of the 

designated area. The modified preferred route option also avoids the SPA and 

includes proposals to remove an existing 132kV OHL route that slightly 

encroaches on a part of the SPA. 

Antonine Wall 

World 

Heritage Site 

Route selection across the Antonine Wall, part of the Frontiers of the Empire 

World Heritage Site (WHS) was a key focus of consultation feedback provided 

by Historic Environment Scotland (HES). It noted the alternative options 

considered and agreed with the conclusion that alternatives to the 2021 

preferred route option would be more likely to have a greater impact on the 

WHS as well as the setting of the scheduled monuments. In order to reduce 

potential impacts on the WHS, including cumulative impacts with existing 

OHLs, HES also highlighted opportunities for mitigation with regard to tower 

positioning and rationalisation of existing OHLs. As noted above, it proposed 

to remove an existing 132kV OHL that spans the WHS in order to reduce 

potential wirescape related effects on the designation. 

Woodland 

(including 

Ancient 

Woodland 

Inventory sites 

and 

native 

woodland) 

A small number of respondents highlighted that the 2021 preferred route 

option crosses areas identified on the Ancient Woodland Inventory as well as 

areas of native woodland as per the Native Woodland Survey of Scotland. 

There are approximately seven Ancient Woodland sites within or adjacent to 

the 2021 preferred route; five sites between Bonnybridge Substation and Drum 

Wood, one site west of Fannyside Muir and one site south of Palacerigg 

Country Park. The modified preferred route option has been narrowed in some 

sections to avoid or reduce potential impacts on woodland, but in some 

sections, particularly between the Forth and Clyde Canal and Howierigg 

woodland cannot be completely avoided. 

https://www.spenergynetworks.co.uk/userfiles/file/Denny_to_Wishaw_Network_Upgrade_Routeing_and_Consultation.pdf
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Palacerigg 

Country 

Park 

North Lanarkshire Council highlighted the potential impact on Palacerigg 

Country Park. The location of the park and wider constraints including sites of 

the highest environmental value (the Slamannan Plateau SPA and SSSI as well 

as West Fannyside Moss Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and SSSI) 

significantly influence route selection. As noted above and in the original 

routeing study, routes to the east of the SPA were considered less preferable 

owing to their potential impact on its qualifying bird species. On balance, the 

constraints that are present mean a route through the country park is 

considered preferable to one through or to the east of the statutory 

designated sites, which has greater potential to affect the qualifying species 

of the SPA. 

The modified preferred route option largely follows the 2021 preferred route 

option but has been narrowed in places through the country park. It seeks to 

make best use of existing woodland and shelterbelts to reduce the impact as 

much as possible. The removal of the existing 132kV OHL route provides some 

opportunity for the modified preferred route option to repurpose the existing 

wayleave through the country park and reduce some impacts within it. 

Wildlife Sites or 

Sites 

of Interest for 

Nature 

Conservation 

North Lanarkshire Council noted the potential to impact on a number of Sites 

of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINC). A number of SINCs are present and 

overlap with Palacerigg Country Park. As set out above, on balance it is 

preferable to route within or closer to these sites than the Slamannan Plateau 

SPA and SSSI as well as West Fannyside Moss Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC) and SSSI to the east. A number of these SINCs are also crossed by the 

existing 132kV OHL. By removing it and replacing it with the new 400kV OHL 

as part of the modified preferred route option, the overall impact on these 

SINCs can be reduced. South of Palacerigg Country Park, there are 

approximately five SINCs close to or crossed by the 2021 preferred route 

option. As far as possible, the modified preferred route option has been re-

routed or narrowed to avoid encroaching upon these. However, the 

distribution of these sites as well as other constraints (in particular rural 

properties) means some SINCs are unavoidable. 

 

Summary of modifications made to the preferred route for 2025 PAC 1 Consultation 

• A change to the 2021 preferred route option taking account of where it starts within 

Bonnybridge Substation and the uprating of ZG route. 

• Changes to and rationalisation of other existing OHLs in the vicinity of the 2021 

preferred route option. 

• A change to the 2021 preferred route option to connect it to an extension at the 

existing Cumbernauld Substation, including an extension of the substation. 

• A change to where and how the 2021 preferred route option connects to the XX route 

in the Glenmavis area as well as modifications to the XX route. 

Further information on the modifications to the 2021 Project and its progression prior to PAC 1 

in 2025 is available in SP Energy Networks’ Denny–Wishaw Network Upgrade Bonnybridge to 

Glenmavis 400 kV Overhead Line Preferred Route Option Update Report (December 2024), 

which can be accessed here: 

https://www.spenergynetworks.co.uk/userfiles/file/DWNO_PROUR.pdf. 

https://www.spenergynetworks.co.uk/userfiles/file/DWNO_PROUR.pdf

