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SP Energy Networks Community Benefit Workshops – Expression of Interest 2026
What are Transmission Community Benefits?
Community Benefit Funds are created to support communities hosting eligible electricity transmission infrastructure projects. In March 2025, the UK Government released guidance on community funding for transmission infrastructure.   The guidance defines which infrastructure qualifies and sets out the core principles behind this funding, aimed at delivering lasting social, economic, and environmental benefits in communities.
Eligible locations
Transmission infrastructure projects can vary in scale, from works at a single site, such as a new substation, to projects covering a wider area along the route of a new overhead line.  Each Local Community Fund has a clearly defined area of benefit. These boundaries are set in consultation with local communities.
Tailored workshops
A programme of workshops has been created by SP Energy Networks to support eligible communities to build capacity and be ready to make successful funding applications which meet local priorities.
To apply for a workshop, your project must be in an eligible area.  Please check this webpage for details Community Benefit Funding - SP Energy Networks.  If you are unsure if your organisation is in one of the eligible community councils you can check here .  Your organisation can be based elsewhere but the beneficiaries must be located within the designated area.  
Workshops are tailored to meet the unique needs of your community. This could include helping you establish a community group to become eligible for funding, supporting the creation of community plans to identify local priorities where none currently exist, or developing specific project ideas to bring your vision to life.
SP Energy Networks has partnered with Social Investment Scotland to co-ordinate the delivery of workshops.  This EOI (expression of interest) form seeks to gather information on your needs to develop the individualised scope of each workshop.  For reference there is a range of potential business support experts here, please note this is not an exhaustive list and we will match an expert to your workshop scope.

Workshops will be delivered in person in your community at a location arranged by the applying community organisation.  There are no minimum number of attendees, we advise a maximum of 30.  Workshop duration is likely to be between 2.5hrs – 3hrs.  
EOI timeline and next steps 
Frequently Asked Questions
What are the timescales? Once your EOI has been submitted, we will contact you within 2 business days to acknowledge receipt.  
What if my EOI is unsuccessful? We will provide you with practical feedback to support any future applications.       
What are the next steps if my EOI is successful? We will work with you to develop a workshop in a local location and a date to suit you, the scope will be based on the key priorities detailed in your EOI. We will bring in experts to support this session.    
Who should attend?  We suggest lead volunteers, staff or board members associated with your fundraising and project.  In addition, we also suggest inviting members of the wider community with local knowledge and interest in the workshop topic.
What happens after the workshop? We will provide you with a summary detailing the outcomes as discussed and agreed on the day and provide you with next steps.     
 











Application form
Please download this form, complete all sections and email to Cb_localfund@spenergynetworks.co.uk
Section A – Your organisation
Organisation name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Organisation address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Main Contact
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email: Click or tap here to enter text.		Phone number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Secondary Contact
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email:	Click or tap here to enter text.		Phone number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Organisation type (choose one):
☐Registered charity 
☐Community Interest Company (CIC) or other non-profit company limited by guarantee​ 
☐Schedule 2 CIC (limited by shares), Community Benefit Society, Co-operative, or other Mutual – with defined public benefit and not-for-profit aims and restrictive stance on shareholders and dividend payments 
☐Other constituted not-for-profit organisation, which can include Community Transport Organisation, Development Trust, CASC, PTA/“Friends of” association, or other small community group 
☐Further education college 







Please provide a brief description of your organisation. (For example, what is your mission statement, what do you deliver/provide, who do you support or what are you setting out to achieve (max 150 words)
	Click or tap here to enter text.


What communities do you support?
Please list communities or geographic areas you support/operate in (max 150 words).  
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Please confirm the eligible community fund area. Please refer our website Community Benefit Funding - SP Energy Networks for eligible areas.
	Click or tap here to enter text.







Section B – Workshop Scope
We have designed two types of workshops to support your organisation:
Category 1: Helping your organisation build capacity and prepare to apply for funding. 
Category 2: Assisting with the development of a specific project aligned with the Local Community Fund themes.
Please select one workshop from either the Category 1 or Category 2 list. 
Category 1 – Organisation Support
	[bookmark: _Hlk218695516]Workshop themes
	Workshops ideas
	Chosen workshop
Please use this column to indicate your chosen workshop theme and any specific areas you would like covered.  Please note you should complete only one box for your chosen theme. Leave the others blank

	Community Structures and Plans
	· Community structures and community led decision making
· Recruiting community group members and project volunteers
· Developing Community plans 
· Other – please let us know if you have something specific which has not been mentioned. 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Governance
	· Developing a strong board 
· Providing clear reports
· Board communication 
· Board recruitment
· Other – please let us know if you have something specific which has not been mentioned above.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Finance
	· Cash flow forecasting
· Managing a budget 
· Tools and resources
· Other – please let us know if you have something specific which has not been mentioned above.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Marketing Outreach and Communications 

	· Using the right and most accessible marketing tools
· Community and stakeholder engagement
· Developing a communication plan
· Other – please let us know if you have something specific which has not been mentioned above.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Project Planning
	· Setting timelines
· Managing risk 
· Legal frameworks 
· Other – please let us know if you have something specific which has not been mentioned above.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Evaluation and Reporting
	· Developing a Theory of Change 
· Collecting quantitative and qualitative data on project delivery
· Reporting and impact reporting
· Other – please let us know if you have something specific which has not been mentioned above.  
	Click or tap here to enter text.








Category 2 – Developing a Project
SP Energy Networks Local Funding will support projects falling into one or more of the following six themes.  Please indicate if you would like a workshop to help develop a project matching one of these themes.  Again, please choose only one theme from category 1 or 2 not both.
	Workshop themes
	Workshops ideas
	Chosen workshop
Please use this column to indicate your chosen workshop theme and any specific areas you would like covered.  Please note you should complete only one box for your chosen theme. Leave the others blank

	Strengthening financial resilience and educational inclusion.
	· Relieving pressure on families and financial inequalities
· Improving financial literacy and extracurricular learning opportunities for young people
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Employability support and skills development 
	·  Job readiness
· Training and career support
· Help for carers and parents re-entering the workplace.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Social and digital inclusion, wellbeing and active lifestyles 
	· Reducing isolation
· Improving mental health
· Encouraging healthy living
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Improving community spaces and buildings  
	· Accessibility and safety
· Sustainable upgrades, energy and resource efficiency
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Enhancing green spaces and access to nature  
	· Biodiversity, conservation and nature-based activities
· Access to nature
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Sustainable and inclusive transport 

	· Affordable, accessible and sustainable travel 
· Walking/cycling schemes for communities
	Click or tap here to enter text.



Please provide more detail on what outcomes you would like to achieve from your chosen workshop to help us develop the scope. (150 words)
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Please confirm that you can arrange a local venue for the workshop. ☐ yes  ☐ no ☐ unsure
We will work with you to select a date and make the arrangements. 
 Please let us know if there are any barriers to you being able to attend a workshop such as accessibility, transport etc.  An option to join online can also be made available.  
	Click or tap here to enter text.



Data protection
Privacy Notice
This privacy notice describes how SP Energy Networks ("SPEN") processes your personal data collected in this workshop application process. In this Policy, references to "we", "us", and "our" (and other similar terms) means SPEN and "you" and "your" (and other similar terms) mean applicant, main contact and second contact.
Under Data Protection Legislation our lawful bases for processing your personal data are:
Legitimate Interest of SPEN to process applicants and invites to knowledge sharing sessions. 



[bookmark: _Hlk142298573]SPEN will share your personal data with the Social Investment Scotland, as part of the application process to organise sessions.  Please follow this link for information on how Social Investment Scotland process your personal data here.
When SPEN engage with data processors who are third parties i.e. consultants, contractors, and suppliers, we have agreements in place with our data processors that restrict the purposes for which they can process the personal data, and we will only share personal data that is required to enable them to perform these services. However, the personal data will not be shared with any other third-parties unless we are required to do so by law. When we are required to share personal data, we will take appropriate measures to ensure we have a lawful basis to share the data, that we provide only the personal data which is required for the purpose and to provide this data securely.
[bookmark: _Hlk142298765]We have in place appropriate technical and organisational security measures to protect your personal data against unauthorised or unlawful use, and against accidental loss, damage, or destruction. We have put in place strict confidentiality agreements (including data protection obligations) with our third-party service providers and processors. We will process and retain your personal data for the duration of the fund and the contractual period in line with our retention schedule.
[bookmark: _Hlk142299309]Your personal data will be processed and stored within the UK or the European Economic Area (“EEA”). In any instances where this data is to be transferred out with these areas, we will implement appropriate safeguards and security measures.  SPEN are part of the Iberdrola Group and as such any data transfers that occur within the group are carried out in accordance with the applicable data protection laws and our Binding Corporate Rules (“BCRs”). The Iberdrola Group’s BCRs reflect European legislation on data protection (General Data Protection Regulation) which means that all companies in our Group must comply with the same internal rules. You can download a copy of the Iberdrola BCR here.
Right of access – you have the right to obtain confirmation of what personal data is being processed and to receive a copy of this personal data
Right to rectification – you have the right to have your personal data rectified if it is inaccurate or incomplete
Right to erasure (Right to be forgotten) – you have the right to request the deletion or removal of your personal data where there is no legal basis for its continued processing
Right to restrict processing – you have the right to request that we block or suppress processing of your personal data
Right to object to processing – you have the right to object to the processing of your personal data, under certain circumstances
Right to data portability – you have the right to obtain and reuse your personal data for your own purposes across different services
For more information on how SPEN process personal data please see our full privacy notice here.
Additionally, if you believe that your personal data is not being processed in line with this privacy notice you have the right to lodge a complaint with our Data Protection Officer, by contacting: dataprotection_corporate@scottishpower.com or Data Protection Officer,  Scottish Power UK, 320 St Vincent Street, GLASGOW, G2 5AD.
If you are not satisfied with the response, you have the right to lodge a complaint with the UK Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) by contacting: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, or 0303 123 1113.
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