Background

Glenlee substation adjoins Glenlee hydro power station on the Water
of Ken, near St John’s Town of Dalry. The power station is the hub

of the network of six Galloway hydro power stations, which are all
operated from Glenlee. The substation converts the 11kV (11,000 volts)
electricity output from the power station up to grid voltage of 132kV, for
onward transmission through the power network.

We now need to extend Glenlee substation to accommodate the extra
equipment we need to connect and operate the new overhead lines
proposed as part of the Kendoon to Tongland Reinforcement (KTR) Project.

We have been planning and consulting with local communities on our
proposals for Glenlee as part of the KTR Project for three years.

However, the work at Glenlee needs to be completed before we build
the new overhead lines, so we need to make a planning application
specifically for Glenlee substation before, and separate from, our
application for the KTR Project. We will be applying to Dumfries and
Galloway Council for consent for the Glenlee substation extension under
the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended.

Because Glenlee substation operates at 132kV, our proposed
extension is classed as a national development in terms of National
Planning Framework 3. This means we need to carry out pre-
application consultation and submit a design and access statement
with our application.

We previously consulted on our proposals to extend the substation in
March 2018, when we were asked to consider alternative plans. We
investigated potential alternatives, and in October 2018 we published
an ‘Appraisal of Alternative Substation Options’ Report (available at
www.spendgsr.co.uk), which confirmed our proposed site should
be taken forward. Since then we have been working closely with
neighbouring residents to find ways to minimise disturbance to them
and their properties.

We have also decided to carry out a full Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) of our proposals, even though this is not a statutory
requirement. The EIA will include potential construction impacts, so
the ‘red line boundary’ on our plans has been extended to include
temporary as well as permanent works.

What happens next?

Our consultation on the proposed Glenlee substation extension runs
for four weeks, from Monday 10 June 2019 to Friday 05 July 2019.

The last day we can receive
your feedback on our plans is
Friday 05 July 2019.

Following the consultation, we will examine the responses received
before we finalise our proposals. We will produce a Pre-Application
Consultation (PAC) Report detailing the feedback received and how
this has been taken into account in the design of the proposals.
This report will accompany our planning application to Dumfries and
Galloway Council, which we expect to submit in late August 2019.

Subiject to receiving planning consent, work will start on site in
summer 2020 and will finish in autumn 2024.
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Where will the
substation be
extended?

The proposed extension
covers an area of
approximately 90m x 40m,
primarily to the south west of
SPEN's existing substation
site, as shown here. The
proposed extension site is
bounded to the north by the
existing hydropower station
and substation and local road,
to the east by residential
housing and a local road, to
the south by undeveloped
green field land, and to the
west by the penstock of the
‘ Glenlee Power Station and
Legend 7/ undeveloped green field land.
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The site as it looks now

How the site will look after the substation is extended




