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Preface

An Environmental Statement has been prepared, on belhalf of ScottishPower Manweb, in support of an
application for a 132kV overhead line reinforcement to the distribution network between Legacy (Wrexham) and
Oswestry.

The Environmental Statement comprises the following documents:
e Non-Technical Summary
e The Environmental Statement (Volume 1)
e The Environmental Statement: Figures (Volume 2)
e Technical Appendices (Volumes 3 and 4)
e Confidential Technical Appendices: Protected Species (Volume 5).

Further copies of all these reports may be obtained from:

SP Energy Networks
Environmental Planning
3 Prenton Way

Prenton

Merseyside

CH433ET

Tel: 0151609 2568

Copies of the Environmental Statement may be obtained from SP Manweb (tel: 0151 609 2568) at a charge of
£150 hard copy and £10 on DVD. Copies of the Non-Technical Summary are available free of charge.
Copies of the documents will be available for public viewing at the following locations:

Council Offices Libraries Other Locations
Wrexham Planning Offices Wrexham Library Overton Library St Martin’s Centre
Lambpit Street Rhosddu Road Cocoa Rooms Overton Road
Wrexham Wrexham PenY Llan Street StMartin’s
Overton
Shropshire Planning Offices Rhosllannerchrugog Library
Development Services Princess Road Gobowen Library
Shirehall, Abbey Foregate Rhos St Martin’s Road
Shrewsbury Gobowenn
Ellesmere Library
i . Fullwood House .
Oswestry Planning Offices o Ruabon Library
’ Victoria Street .
Castle View High Street
Ellesmere
Oswestry Ruabon
North Shropshire Planning Offices Chirk Library Oswestry Library
Edinburgh House, New Street ChapelLane Arthur Street
Wem Chirk Oswestry

Any representations to the application should be made by post to the Department of Energy and Climate
Change, Energy Development Unit, Energy Group, Bay 2123, 1 Victoria Street, London SW1H OET, identifying
the proposal and specifying the grounds for representation.

Representations should be dated and should clearly state the name (in block capitals) and full return email or
postal address of those making representation. All representations to the Government will be copied in full to
the planning authority, and made available to the public on request, unless individuals request otherwise.
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Introduction

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

This Non-Technical Summary forms part of the Environmental Statement (ES) prepared
under The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales)
(Amendment) Regulations 2007 on behalf of ScottishPower Manweb (SP Manweb).

SP Manweb is the licensed Distribution Network Operator for an area covering Cheshire,
North and Mid-Wales and parts of Merseyside. It is required under the Electricity Act 1989
and under the terms of its Electricity Supply Licence 'to develop and maintain an efficient, co-
ordinated and economical system of electricity supply'.

The ES has been prepared in support of an application under Section 37 of the Electricity Act
1989 for a 132kV overhead line reinforcement of the distribution network between Legacy
(Wrexham) substation and Oswestry substation. This application under Section 37 is made
direct to the Minister for Energy and Climate Change, rather than the local planning
authorities. However the Minister consults with local planning authorities when considering
the application.

The Section 37 application includes a request that deemed planning permission is granted
for the overhead line in accordance with Section 90(2) of the Town & Country Planning Act
1990.

The proposed route is shown on Figure NTS 1: The Proposed Route.

The ES sets out the background to how the route was chosen, the relevant planning policies
and other issues. It presents details of the proposed connection and the results of specific
studies undertaken to assess the likely significant environmental effects of the proposal.

The reinforcement is required to ensure SP Manweb complies with its statutory duties to
develop and maintain an efficient, co-ordinated and economical system of electricity supply,
and to secure supplies to 80,000 customers in the area south of Wrexham.

In identifying the proposed route, SP Manweb has sought to combine sensitive routeing with
appropriate mitigation measures. The measures would be taken to avoid or reduce
environmental effects. SP Manweb has consulted frequently with relevant local, regional
and national bodies. Project information has been made available to the public at different
stages of the project so that SP Manweb could listen to and respond to public concerns
regarding the proposal.

Legal and Policy Framework

0.9

0.10

The proposed overhead line will be within the boundaries of Shropshire Council (within the
boundaries of the former Oswestry Borough Council and North Shropshire District Council)
and Wrexham County Borough Council.

SP Manweb has accepted that Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required for this

overhead line and has prepared the ES to report the findings of the EIA. The process of EIA
seeks to identify the 'likely significant effects’ of the proposal.

Environmental Statement ¢« Non-Technical Summary
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Route selection, community consultation and scoping

0.11

0.12

0.13

0.14

The overhead line is needed in this area to reinforce the electricity distribution network between the
substations at Legacy (Wrexham) and Oswestry.

SP Manweb holds a licence under the Electricity Act 1989. An obligation under this licence is to
preserve the environment and amenity. SP Manweb has been mindful of this obligation as it designed
the line and chose the route.

Extensive studies have been undertaken to identify the most suitable route and technical design for the
overhead line. This has been undertaken in stages through the process of EIA to allow the balance of
technical and environmental issues to be fully understood.

The routeing exercise was initially undertaken on the basis of well established rules used in the
electricity industry. The process was modified to reflect the growing understanding of the specific local
constraints identified through the EIA process.

Alternatives considered

0.15

0.16

0.17

0.18

0.19

0.20

A number of route alternatives for the proposed overhead line were examined before confirming a
preferred route option. Different locations (substations) were considered from which the reinforcement
of the network could be made. These included connections from Shrewsbury, Whitchurch, Connah's
Quay, Crewe and Trawsfynydd.

In addition to alternative locations for an overhead line to reinforce the supply to areas south of Legacy,
alternative methods of reinforcing the network within the area between Legacy and Oswestry were also
considered. These included upgrading existing 132kV distribution lines between Legacy and Oswestry
and providing the reinforcement using underground cables, rather than overhead lines.

An overhead line reinforcement of the 132kV network between Legacy and Oswestry is the most
economic and environmentally acceptable solution.

Four broad options for the overhead line route were examined initially:

° East ofthe A483(T)/A5;

° West of the A483(T)/A5;

° Following the A483(T)/A5 road corridor; and

° Parallel to the existing 132kV overhead line between Legacy and Oswestry.

The option east of the A483(T)/A5 offered greater opportunities for assimilation of an overhead line
within the landscape and had fewer constraints than other options. Further detailed route selection
concentrated on this area.

The principal issues which needed to be addressed in routeing were:
Crossing the Dee valley, steep sided and densely wooded;

[ ]

° Presence of several historic parklands in the area: Erddig, Wynnstay, Brynkinalt
° Shropshire Union Canal (LIangollen branch);

° Offa's Dyke and Wat's Dyke;

ﬁ SP MANWEB Environmental Statement * Non-Technical Summary
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0.21

0.22

0.23

0.24

° Special areas of conservation (SAC sites), internationally important wildlife sites, at
Johnstown Newt Sites and the River Dee; and

° undulating terrain with plentiful mature tree cover and a dispersed settlement
pattern.

The overhead line route was developed through a number of options to the 'Preferred Route',
which represented SP Manweb's understanding of the most appropriate way to provide the
reinforcement. It considered options bearing in mind its two obligations to operate an efficient
and cost-effective network and to have regard to the environment and amenity.

Public consultation on the Preferred Route was undertaken in February 2007. Exhibition
material and a Consultation Document were produced. The Consultation Document was
issued to a wide range of consultees to seek their opinions on the proposal.

Following concerns raised during public consultation on the scheme, an alternative was
identified for the southern part of the route. After a second round of consultation, the
comments of those responding to the proposal were considered and the alternative was
confirmed as the 'Proposed Route'.

SP Manweb asked the relevant government department for its view on the issues that should
be considered within the EIA (the Scoping Opinion). Local planning authorities were
consulted and gave their opinions. The EIAhas been undertaken on this basis.

The proposed overhead line

0.25

0.26

0.27

0.28

0.29

Typically 132kV connections take the form of overhead lines carried on steel lattice towers of
up to 26m height. A new design of overhead line, supported by wood poles of up to 16m in
height, has been proposed for this reinforcement. Shorter supports result in shorter span
lengths (the distance between supports). Forwood pole lines of this type the average span s
80m, as compared to an average of 280m for a 132kV steel lattice tower system. It was
considered that the wood pole design would be more easily assimilated within the landscape
between Legacy and Oswestry which has a generous amount of mature tree cover.

Each wood pole support typically comprises two poles with steel work above supporting the
insulators and 3 conductors and the earth wire. (Conductors are the wires that carry the
electricity.) See Figure NTS2: Proposed Support Types.

The proposal was developed to provide a route between the substations which minimised the
required length and also respected the environmental constraints as far as possible.

Space constraints at each end of the connection mean that the proposed reinforcement
would be connected to the substations at Legacy and Oswestry by underground cables.

The proposed reinforcement comprises an overhead line of 20.6km length, with a total of 3km

of underground cables connecting to substations. The proposed route is shown on Figure
NTS1: The Proposed Route.

Environmental Statement ¢ Non-Technical Summary
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The route

0.30

0.31

0.32

0.33

0.34

0.35

0.36

0.37

The proposed route follows a broadly north-south alignment through Wrexham Borough and the
Shropshire Council area, through the former borough of Oswestry and a small part of the former North
Shropshire district, in the vicinity of St Martin's village.

The route runs from Legacy substation using underground cables for approximately 1.6km. East of
Wrexham Road, it transfers to wood pole overhead line and continues in a south-easterly direction
across open farmland, around the northern boundary of Johnstown Newt Sites SAC. One support pole
would be sited within the boundary of Johnstown Newt Sites SAC.

The route continues in a generally south easterly direction through agricultural land, crossing Wat's
Dyke (Scheduled Monument) near Gyfelia.

The route runs east of Wynnstay Park (Grade | Registered Parkland), and then takes a southerly
direction through agricultural land following a clough woodland into the Dee valley. The overhead line
would cross the River Dee using an existing break in the valley woodland on the north bank.

South of the River Dee, the route follows the natural contours of the valley of the River Ceiriog to
Tenement, where it spans the river, and crosses an unscheduled section of Wat's Dyke at the top of the
eastern valley side.

East of the valley, the route continues in a south-easterly direction around the eastern edge of St Martin's
village, then follows a south-westerly alignment through the Upper Wigginton area. It crosses low-lying
land around the Shropshire Union Canal to the north of New Marton Locks.

From here, the route runs in a generally south-westerly direction, to the west of the small settlements of
Henlle and Hindford. The route is adjacent to Fernhill Pastures SSSI. It passes to the west of the listed
building of Great Fernhill, then follows a westerly alignment towards the A5 between Oswestry
Orthopaedic Hospital and Park Hall Farm Countryside Experience.

The overhead line would end adjacent the A5, and the final 1.4km connection to Oswestry substation
would be made by underground cable alongside the A5.

Environmental effects

0.38

0.39

0.40

The process of EIA has been undertaken to identify the likely significant effects of the proposed
overhead line. These are described in the following sections. The effects may result either from the
construction of the overhead line or through its operation over the period of its life.

Through the process of the EIA, SP Manweb has sought to limit the effects of the proposed overhead
line. Where likely significant environmental effects were identified, the proposal may have been
amended to avoid them, or measures may have been developed to reduce or offset the effects. These
actions are known as mitigation.

Much of the routeing process was undertaken to avoid potential environmental issues.

ﬁ SP MANWEB Environmental Statement * Non-Technical Summary
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0.41  The routeing and technical solutions adopted have avoided or reduced the effects of the
overhead line to such an extent that there are few residual significant effects. These are
described below.

Visual effects

General visual context

0.42

0.43

0.44

0.45

0.46

0.47

0.48

0.49

The majority of the area is gently undulating farmland with a generous amount of tree cover. It
is a rural landscape with few settlements, but a scattering of farmsteads and hamlets,
connected by a network of narrow, often single track, winding lanes. The majority of these are
bounded by tall (over 2m high) hedgerows. These are important in affecting views and
visibility from the road network, as often it is only possible to appreciate the wider view
through field gates. Elsewhere tree cover is important in reducing the area over which the
overhead line may be visible. The 'layering effect’ of numerous field boundary trees is
particularly important.

There are, however, additional features of the landscape which affect visibility and
opportunities for views.

Land rises to the west of the study area, to the foothills of the Clwydian Range. Whilst these
are too distant to have views of the overhead line, they form a noticeable feature and
elevated horizon or backdrop in many views westwards.

The steeply incised valley of the River Dee and its tributaries also influence visibility. Views
within the valleys are largely enclosed, whilst the valleys themselves may be hidden from
view in the wider surroundings.

In the north of the study area, the artificially elevated landforms of former colliery spoil heaps
at Bersham and Hafod form features within many views and are also vantage points from
which panoramic views can be obtained. To the south, the embanked ramparts of Old
Oswestry hill fort offer a similar, publicly accessible viewpoint.

The chimney and associated smoke plume of the Kronospan factory at Chirk is a noticeable
feature in many views. The A483/A5 trunk road passes through the area. Although the road
surface is not often visible, the road lighting columns and roundabouts, the movement of
vehicles and the roadside woodland strips are noticeable in views. Most people who will
have views of the overhead line will be using the A483/A5(T).

The Shropshire Union Canal forms a linear feature in views from the surrounding higher
ground.

The landscape is crossed by narrow winding lanes and a network of footpaths. Although

relatively few people use the lanes and footpaths compared to the busy trunk road, their
attention is more likely to be focussed on appreciation of the landscape and views.

Environmental Statement ¢« Non-Technical Summary
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Extent of visibility of the overhead line
0.50 The proposed route has been chosen to minimise effects on the landscape character and in views. An
overhead line inevitably will be visible in the landscape. However the nature of the wood pole support

chosen as opposed to a steel tower (pylon) line will significantly limit the scale of effects.

0.51  The majority of the proposed overhead line would be likely to be visible over relatively short distances as
trees, hedges and woodlands screen views.

0.52 Insome areas there would be a less screening than typically occurs in this landscape. These areas are:

° between Pentre Bychan (B5605) and the A483(T), where there are opportunities for downhill
views from rising land to the west, and from the former colliery spoil heaps at Hafod and
Bersham;

° in the Park Eyton area, around the A539 crossing, where the landscape is less undulating and
more open;

° where the line crosses the upper, eastern slope of the Ceiriog valley in the vicinity of Bramble

Wood to Pen-y-Bryn it is likely to be visible from both within the Ceiriog valley and from rising
land to the west, in the vicinity of Halton, some 2kms distant, east of the A5(T);

° in the Pentre Morgan area northeast of St Martin's village, where the landscape is more open;

o within the shallow valley occupied by the Shropshire Union canal, where there are opportunities
for views from higher land to the east and west, and the landscape of the valley floor is relatively
open;

° around Henlle, near Hindford, the landscape is relatively elevated, flat and open; and

° in the area between Park Hall and the Orthopaedic Hospital, land is flat with a lower amount of
tree cover than generally is the case, and there is rising land to the west (west of the A5(T)),
including Old Oswestry fort.

Effects on views

0.53 Changes to the view have been assessed from 36 viewpoints which were agreed with the local planning
authorities, likely to be the most sensitive viewpoints along the proposed route. The visual effects of the
proposal would be significant in a third of the viewpoints assessed, but there would be no major adverse
visual effects.

0.54  Only fourof the 13 viewpoints where the visual effects are significant are at a distance greater than 250m
from proposed route. As would be expected, the assessment shows that the greatest effects would

occurin views close to the proposed overhead line, rather than from more distant viewpoints.

0.55  Moderate visual effects have been predicted in views from the following locations:

° the eastern edge of settlement at Pentre Bychan;

° the public footpath (Wat's Dyke Way Heritage Trail) along Wat's Dyke, near Gyfelia, where the
route crosses the dyke;

° the edge of Wynnstay Park registered historic parkland;

° within the valley of the River Ceiriog, a locally designated Special Landscape Area, in the
vicinity of Tenement;

° public footpaths with panoramic views over more open landscapes north of St Martin's village,
west of Wigginton and south of Rhosygadfa;

o within the relatively open, shallow valley of the Shropshire Union Canal; and

ﬁ SP MANWEB Environmental Statement * Non-Technical Summary
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0.56

0.57

The viewpoints chosen are a selection of the most sensitive viewpoints near the proposed
overhead line, so visual effects experienced from other locations are likely to be less. Much
of the proposed overhead line would only be seen when the viewer is relatively close, as
intervening trees and hedgerows would screen views.

Overall, significant visual effects are limited in number and geographical spread.

Effects onthe landscape

Landscape character

0.58

0.59

0.60

The area through which the proposed overhead line would be routed is partly the Welsh
borderlands between the Clwydian Hills and the River Dee, and partly the extensive, gently
rolling Shropshire plain. This is a rural landscape with fields bounded by hedgerows and
abundant hedgerow trees, mostly oak, giving a well-wooded appearance.

The proposed overhead line would not affect any nationally designated areas of landscape
value. Approximately 5 kilometres of the overhead line would be within an area close to the
Dee valley which is designated for its local landscape value.

The overhead line would be within 1km of Erddig, Wynnstay, Pen-y-lan and Brynkinalt
Registered Historic Parklands.

Effects on landscape character

0.61

0.62

0.63

0.64

The proposed overhead line would have effects of minor or moderate significance upon the
locally designated areas of landscape within its immediate vicinity. The alignment has been
selected to avoid effects upon the highly sensitive steeply wooded banks of the River Dee —
and would have an effect of minor significance upon the character of this area.

The route does not directly affect any registered historic parks or gardens, or their essential
settings, and would have no effect on the landscape character of these areas.

The proposed overhead line is likely to have an effect upon the landscape character within its
immediate vicinity of minor significance for the most part.

Effects upon landscape character have been assessed as being of moderate significance at
a local scale for approximately one third of the length of the proposed overhead line.
Generally these are sections where the landscape is judged to have a moderate or higher
sensitivity to the type of development proposed. These sections have been identified as:

° around Park Eyton;

° the upper slope on the eastern side of the Ceiriog valley;

° between St Martin's and Pentre Morgan, around the Ellesmere Road area;
° around the Shropshire Union Canal;

° within the River Perry valley; and

° the relatively open landscape between the River Perry and the A5.

Environmental Statement ¢« Non-Technical Summary
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0.65

The effects upon landscape character would occur in very local areas rather than over wide areas.
Effects for the majority of the route will be minor, with no effects of greater than moderate significance.

Effects on ecology and nature conservation

0.66

0.67

0.68

0.69

0.70

0.71

0.72

0.73

0.74

An assessment has been undertaken of the potential effects on ecological interests (habitat, flora and
fauna receptors) arising from the construction and operation of the proposed overhead line. Information
was drawn from a number of sources. A range of ecological field surveys were undertaken by
experienced and qualified ecologists to establish which habitats and species (focussing on protected
fauna) are present within the proposed route corridor. Additional historical information on ecological
interests was provided by a range of nature conservation organisations.

The proposed overhead line would pass through primarily agriculturally improved grassland subdivided
by hedgerows. There are other less extensive habitats along the proposed route including broad-leaved
woodland, marshy grassland, scrub and arable land. There are also numerous field ponds.

Johnstown Newt Sites SAC and the Rivers Dee and Ceiriog (part of the River Dee and Bala Lake SAC)
are internationally important wildlife sites within the survey area. Two nationally important sites, Nant-y-
Belan and Prynela Woods SSSI and Fernhill Pastures SSSI, are located adjacent to the route corridor.
The proposed overhead line would cross Moor Wood County Wildlife Site and Bramble Wood (an area of
Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland), both of county value for nature conservation.

The proposed overhead line would cross an area of lowland fen habitat, considered to be of county-
national importance because of its rarity. Other habitats within the survey area were determined to be of

local importance.

Fauna that have beenindividually assessed in the context of this developmentinclude:

° otter (of county value);
° great crested newt, farmland birds, barn owl, water vole (of district value); and
° badger, bats, brown hare and dormouse (of value in the immediate locality).

Fish species in the River Dee have not been individually assessed but are considered as part of the SAC
as awhole, which is of international value.

As part of the iterative development of the proposed overhead line route, various identified ecological
constraints have been taken into consideration. Designated sites and areas of more sensitive habitat
have been avoided where possible.

Potentially significant effects were identified on 17 ecological receptors. These include designated
sites, important habitats and fauna. Mitigation measures will be put in place to reduce these effects to
non-significant levels. A 'best practice' approach will be adopted for construction works and mitigation
measures will also be used in some instances where there are no significant effects.

The overhead line will have a significant effect in the short to medium term upon lowland mixed
deciduous woodland (and individual trees) which comprise a habitat of local importance. Itis estimated
that the overhead line would affect 119 trees and an area of 1.34 hectares of woodland tree groups,
although some of these would require lopping or reducing in height, rather than felling. Inthe mediumto

ﬁ SP MANWEB Environmental Statement * Non-Technical Summary
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0.75

long term, replacement woodland planting will mature and the effect will be reduced to a non-
significant level. If it does not prove possible to undertake replacement planting, the long term
effect would remain significant, but ata local scale. SP Manweb would make a contribution to
an appropriate local wildlife trust to compensate for this loss.

The proposed mitigation measures will ensure that the construction and operation of the
proposed overhead line will have no significant effect on any other sensitive habitats or fauna.

Effects on archaeology and cultural heritage

0.76

0.77

0.78

0.79

0.80

The archaeology assessment considers the likely effects of the construction and operation of
the proposed route on cultural heritage assets, including archaeological sites, historic
buildings, registered historic parklands and historic landscapes. Archaeological desk-based
assessment, consultation and field survey were undertaken to identify those cultural heritage
assets that might be affected by the proposed development. The potential for the ground
beneath the proposed overhead line and underground cables to contain buried and as yet
undetected archaeological remains was also considered

A total of 79 archaeological and cultural heritage features have been identified within a 1km
corridor centred on the proposed route. In the 100m corridor within which direct effects could
potentially occur, there are two Scheduled Ancient Monuments, one listed building, and four
undesignated sites. In addition, the 100m corridor contains 126 historically important
hedgerows. Wat's Dyke is an archaeological feature with some sections designated as
Scheduled Monument. The proposed route crosses Wat's Dyke twice. One crossing is over
a section which is scheduled.

Direct effects on the scheduled section of Wat's Dyke have been avoided through siting of

supports as far as possible from the monument, resulting in a residual direct effect that is of
minor significance. The position of the unscheduled section of the dyke in relation to
topography means that siting a support pole in close proximity to the monument is likely to
prove unavoidable. Mitigation measures will be put in place, including a programme of
controlled archaeological excavation of any areas to be affected by support foundations.
However this is likely to remain a major adverse and significant effect upon this section of
Wat's Dyke.

The assessment identified five cultural heritage sites that would experience a significant
effect upon the quality of their settings as a result of the proposed overhead line. These are
two scheduled monuments (Wat's Dyke south of Black Brook bridge and Hafod-y-Bwch
tumulus), a Grade Il listed building (Bryn House), and two undesignated sites (the Shropshire
Union Canal (Llangollen branch) and the unscheduled section of Wat's Dyke described
previously).

A comprehensive programme of mitigation is proposed to reduce the effects on the

archaeological resource, known and unknown. Implementation of such a programme will
generally reduce any other potential residual effects of the scheme to minor adverse.

Environmental Statement ¢« Non-Technical Summary
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Effects on land management

0.81  There will be some interference with farming activities along the proposed overhead line during the
construction period. Pole supports in fields are likely to cause some inconvenience to farming activities
but maintenance of the overhead line would cause minimal disruption. The overall effect of the
overhead line on agricultural interests along the route corridor is considered to be minor and not
significant.

Effects onrecreation and tourism

0.82  Careful routeing to avoid specific recreation and tourist facilities has prevented direct effects upon the
majority of identified resources. Potential effects on recreation and tourism occur where the proposed
overhead line crosses recreational routes including the Shropshire Union Canal, the Maelor Way and
Wat's Dyke Way. In general, these effects are considered minor and therefore not significant.

Effects on mineral resources and landfill sites

0.83  The proposed overhead line would cross areas where mineral resources are protected and where
consultation is required for development. An overhead line would have a very small level of effect on
resources.

0.84  The proposed overhead line would have no effects upon landfill sites.

Effects on infrastructure

0.85  The proposed overhead line would have no significant effect on road, rail or canal communications or
generalinfrastructure along the route corridor.

Effects of electro-magnetic fields on human health

0.86 It has been suggested that exposure to power-frequency magnetic fields could be linked with various
health problems. SP Manweb considers that even a remote possibility of a health risk must be taken
seriously and will continue to act upon the current advice of the Government and HPAin this matter. The
design and operation of the overhead line is consistent with this advice and no adverse effects are
anticipated.

Noise effects

0.87  Noise levels generated during construction of the wood pole line are likely to be low, and all activities
which give rise to appreciable noise will be subject to the requirements of best practice in terms of both

‘ SP MANWEB Environmental Statement * Non-Technical Summary
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Health and Safety Requirements and Environmental Health Requirements.

0.88  During operation of the overhead line audible-noise levels due to the line will be imperceptible
atthe nearest property, and not significant.

Effect on development proposals and planning policy

0.89 The proposed route would not pass through any areas allocated for development. No
applications for planning permission which would be affected by the proposed line were
under determination prior to submission of the application.

Control of environmental effects

0.90 SP Manweb is committed to implementing the mitigation measures contained in the
Environmental Statement. An environmental management plan (EMP) will be produced to
control and guide working practices as the project is built. Risk assessments and
environmental audits will be undertaken. A representative of SP Manweb will be based on
site during construction.

Summary

0.91  The addition of an electrical circuit between Legacy and Oswestry will provide essential
reinforcement to the high voltage distribution system in the Cheshire, Merseyside, North and
Mid-Wales area. SP Manweb proposes to construct a new 132kV overhead line which would
be supported on wood poles.

0.92  Aroute for this new overhead line has been identified following detailed examination of a
number of route alternatives and extensive consultation with both the public and statutory
authorities.

0.93 SP Manweb is a licensed Distribution Network Operator with obligations to provide a
technically feasible and economically viable reinforcement which has appropriate regard to
the environment and amenity. The routeing and technical solutions adopted for this
reinforcement of the 132kV network have resulted in a proposal that would give rise to only
limited significant effects within localised areas. The limited number of significant effects
(which cannot be avoided in a development of this nature), indicates that SP Manweb has
complied with these obligations.

Environmental Statement ¢« Non-Technical Summary
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